
What You Need to Know Before 
Returning to Worship-St. Matthews 

Campus 
 
Before You Arrive 

● If you are in an at-risk group or are not ready to return, we encourage you to worship 
from home.  All of our online resources will continue to be available.  

● On-site temperature checks will be performed for all staff and everyone attending 
worship.  You will not be able to attend in-person worship if you are running a fever 
above 99.4℉ 

● The parts of our building that will be open will be sanitized according to CDC guidelines 
before and after worship.  

 
Parking and Entry 

● The only entrance will be the covered entrance at the front of the building (Door #6).  
● We will be reserving the parking spots closest to Browns Lane for those who have 

mobility issues and are unable to walk around the building.  Please help us by parking 
on the side or rear of the building if you are able.  

● When you enter through the portico into the lower colonnade, there will be a station 
where temperature checks, hand sanitizer, and masks will be available.  You must wear 
a mask to resume in-person worship.  Please bring your own mask if possible due to 
limited supply. 

● A staff member will greet you and usher you to a designated seating area.  You must 
maintain a social distance of 6’ at all times.  Members of a household must sit together, 
but all designated seating will maintain a 6’ radius from others.  

 
During Worship 

● There will be no congregational singing at this time because of the high risk of spreading 
infectious particles.  Music will be led by soloists, duets, and small ensembles that will be 
appropriately distanced from each other and the congregation.  

● We are only resuming worship at this time.  This does not include Wiggle Worship or 
Splash Worship.  There will be no small groups, Sunday School classes, nursery, 
children’s, or youth ministry at this time.  These ministries will continue online.  

● We will be providing a shortened worship service due to the limitations on singing, 
nursery/children’s ministries, and access to restrooms. 

● The restrooms by the choir suite will only be available if it is absolutely necessary 
because they must be disinfected after each use.  

 



After Worship 
● Staff will dismiss you by row starting at the back of the sanctuary and you will exit 

through the main, sanctuary doors.  
● Instead of passing offering plates, we ask that you either continue to give online, through 

text, or by mail.  There will also be offering plates available at the rear of the sanctuary 
as you leave if you would like to give this way.  

● We understand that everyone is excited to see each other and share fellowship with one 
another, but we ask that you please go directly to your car and leave.  This is not the 
time for those famous parking lot meetings! 

● Please let us know how we can continue to improve these guidelines so that you feel 
safe returning to in-person worship.  

 
Cleaning Procedures 

● We will sanitize common areas (pews, doorknobs, railings, etc.) before and after worship 
using an electrostatic sprayer, which treats surfaces using a disinfectant solution and is 
commonly used in airports, nursing homes, and hospital settings.  

● Restrooms will be sanitized between each use.  
 
Waiver of Liability 
The following waiver will be posted in our facilities, but we wanted to inform you in advance: 

The people of St. Matthew's United Methodist Church and River City United Methodist 
Church care about you and your health and safety. We have taken steps to follow 
relevant government and Annual Conference guidelines to help protect you and others, 
but we cannot totally guard against the spread of the virus.  If you choose to enter and 
attend one of these activities, you are assuming the risk that you may expose 
yourself/your family to COVID-19, and may contract the disease.  You are waiving and 
releasing any potential cause of action related to your potential exposure, contraction or 
spreading of COVID-19 due to your attendance at a church related activity. Individual 
congregants should not feel pressured to attend or participate in any in person church 
activities as a test of their faith. 


