
THE 

VOLUME 58, ISSUE 07 JULY 3, 2020 

 THE NEWSLETTER OF ST. MATTHEWS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

E VANGEL 

As we navigate these unprecedented times as a 
church, I am writing to keep you up to date about 
resuming in-person worship and the opportunities 
that are available for you.  I am excited that, with 
multiple worship venues, there are different 
options for worship that you can choose from 
depending on what you feel is most safe and 
comfortable.  Soon, you will be able to worship 
with us online, indoors, or outdoors! 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 



RESUMING IN-PERSON WORSHIP (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 

ONLINE 

First, we want to emphasize that all of our online opportunities are still 
available for those who choose to worship from home.  Our St. Matthews 
campus and River City campus will provide Facebook Live services at 9:30 am 
on their respective Facebook pages:    

https://www.facebook.com/St.MatthewsUMCLouisville 
https://www.facebook.com/rivercityumc/ 
https://www.facebook.com/CanvasSt.MatthewsUMC/ 

The recorded video from the St. Matthews campus will still be available on 
YouTube later in the day.  Just go on YouTube and search “St. Matthews UMC 
Louisville”.    

Our Hispanic ministry, Tabernaculo de Avivamiento (TDA), will also continue to 
stream their service on their Facebook page:  https://www.facebook.com/
tda.church.1 

Please visit our website for children’s ministry resources, discussion guides, 
and a list of Zoom small groups we are currently offering:  https://
www.stmatthewsmethodist.com. 
 

INDOOR 

Second, we resumed in-person worship on Sunday, June 28.  Currently, we are 
offering two services at the St. Matthews campus: 

 9:30am, Sanctuary, Combined Traditional/Canvas service 

 12:30pm, Gordon Hall, TDA Hispanic service 

Our plan is to keep this schedule until at least July 12, and then possibly 
expand to more services based on attendance, capacity in our worship spaces, 
and the ability to disinfect effectively between services.  Please see the 
guidelines, included in this newsletter (page 8), which include everything you 
need to know for resuming in-person worship.   CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 

https://www.facebook.com/St.MatthewsUMCLouisville
https://www.facebook.com/rivercityumc/
https://www.facebook.com/CanvasSt.MatthewsUMC/
https://www.facebook.com/tda.church.1
https://www.facebook.com/tda.church.1


I N  O U R  P R AY E R S  

SENIOR/ASSISTED 
LIVING AND REHAB 
THE ALTENHEIM 

Debbie & Clyde Brown 

ATRIA BLANKENBAKER 

Sara Fredenberger 

BELMONT VILLAGE 

Nancy Barkley 
Barbara Harding 
Barbara & Billy Tracy 

FOREST HILLS COMMONS 

Ailene Elliott 

THE FORUM AT BROOKSIDE 

Geneva Madden 

GRAYSON MANOR (LEITCHFIELD) 
Linda Garrett 

MAGNOLIA SPRINGS EAST 

Odessa Bower 

MORNING POINTE 

Lois & Bob Haswell 

PARR’S AT SPRINGHURST 

Forest Bower 
Thelma Poe 

SUNRISE OF LOUISVILLE 

Ina Reeb 
Mary Stokes 
 
 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Russell Browder 

Pam Cox 

Ronnie Dolen 

Barbara Douglas 

Charlie Gatton 

Al Goeken 

The Haggard Family 

The Hall Family 

Barbara Head 

David Hilliker 

Grace Hunt 

Carrie Jarboe 

Kristie Jones 

Raleigh Kincaid 

Erin Murphy 

Rickelle Nelson 

Paul Powell 

Angela Ramirez 

John Robinette 

Tom Schoeberl 

John Sheesley 

Lynn Steele 

Kathy von Roenn 

Scott Weigel 

Clayton Wilkerson 

Marshall Young 

Let us know how we may join in your prayer concerns by  
filling out a prayer request card, by phoning the church 
office, by email at prayers@saintmatthewsumc.org, or 
on the church website: www.stmatthewsmethodist.com. 
Please note that prayer requests normally remain on the 
prayer list for a period of three (3) weeks. 

ST .  MATTHEWS  

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

SERVICE INFORMATION  

CANVAS - RIVER CITY  - TABERNACULO DE AVIVAMIENTO 
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BROWNS LANE CAMPUS 
Sunday Morning Worship 

IN-PERSON beginning June 28, 2020 

9:30 AM  Traditional & Canvas Combined Service 
 (Sanctuary) 

 Also live-streamed at: 
https://www.facebook.com/ 
St.MatthewsUMCLouisville 
    -or- 
https://www.facebook.com/
CanvasSt.MatthewsUMC/ 
Available later Sunday afternoon at: 
https://www.youtube.com/results?
search_query=st+matthews+umc+louis
ville  

12:30 PM  Tabernaculo de Avivamiento 
 (Gordon Hall) 

Also live-streamed at: 
https://www.facebook.com/
tda.church.1 

 

 

RIVER CITY CAMPUS 

Sunday Morning Worship 

JULY 5, LIVE-STREAM ONLY  

9:30 AM Contemporary Worship 

 Live-Streamed at: 
https://www.facebook.com/ 
rivercityumc/ 

 
BEGINNING JULY 12 : 

9:00 AM CHURCH OF ON THE LAWN 

 Also live-streamed at: 
https://www.facebook.com/ 
rivercityumc/ 

 NOTE: In the event of rain, worship will 
be live-streamed only. 

See “OUTDOOR” section  on page 4 for more 
details. 

https://www.facebook.com/St.MatthewsUMCLouisville
https://www.facebook.com/St.MatthewsUMCLouisville
https://www.facebook.com/St.MatthewsUMCLouisville
https://www.facebook.com/St.MatthewsUMCLouisville
https://www.facebook.com/St.MatthewsUMCLouisville
https://www.facebook.com/St.MatthewsUMCLouisville
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OUTDOOR 

Finally, we are also excited to offer an outdoor worship option at our River 

City campus.  Beginning July 12, River City will have “Church on the Lawn!” at 

9am each Sunday.  We ask that you bring a lawn-chair or blanket for your 

family.  Social distancing rules apply and all people are asked to wear a mask 

while on property at River City.  Temperature checks will be performed for 

staff and those attending worship.  If it rains, there will not be outdoor 

worship, but the service will still be streamed on Facebook.  The target date 

for resuming indoor worship at the River City campus is August 2, but they 

plan to still offer “Church on the Lawn!” as an outdoor option. 

On a pastoral note, I want to be very sensitive to the reality that there are 

many different perspectives, comfort levels, and health risks represented in 

our congregation.  I want to call on each of you to embody the love of Christ 

throughout this journey and respect each other’s decisions about how we 

participate in worship during this time.  We don’t want the person who 

worships from home to feel judged by those who are ready to come to an in-

person service and vice versa.  We trust everyone to use their best judgment 

and we will do our best as staff and church leaders to provide opportunities to 

meet you where you are.  

In Christ, Adam 

RESUMING IN-PERSON WORSHIP (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2) 



5 

Your child is invited to board a virtual airplane and travel with other children from 
70+ United Methodist, Presbyterian, and UCC congregations to discover “where in 
the world” God is! 

And what will they discover? That God is everywhere: around the globe and in our 
own homes and hearts! 

Highlights of our Journey Together: 
 Virtual travel across the US, the world and beyond! 
 Daily music and memory verses from the Bible 
 A daily Bible story with a positive message of joy and hope! 
 Prayer and reflection times 
 Art, Music, Science and Games 
 A “real” life animal included in every story! 

Dates: July 13-July 31 

Details: Register today, pick up your Travel Kit which will have all the supplies 
needed, and then participate from home. We will release one-two sessions a week 
and children and families can walk through activities, music, stories and more on 
their own schedule.  

Register at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0D45ACA92CA7F94-where and 
you will be able to schedule a time for your family to pick up their own Travel Kit 
with supplies for every child participating. Drop off will also be available for those 
families who request it.   We can’t wait to participate with you! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0D45ACA92CA7F94-where
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July 1 ......................................... Ina Reeb 
 Elliott Walker 

July 2 .......................... Abigail McDonald 
 Melanie Summers 
 John Sparks 

July 3 ............................ Suzanne Hilliker 
 Monica Gibbs 
 Sam Wust 

July 4 ................................ Lynne Seewer 

July 5 ...................................... Davis Gray 

July 6 ............................... Shannon Seidt 
 Nancy Thompson 
 Lena Eastes 

July 7 ............................. Allyson Jackson 
 Justin Gibbs 

July 8 ................................... Becky Smith 
 Dean Ryan 
 Sandye Henry 
 Tad Chitwood 

July 9 .................................. Jenni Khaliel 
 Rebecca Payton 
 Sara Sellers 

July 10 ............................... Annika Haulk 
 Barbara Bender 

July 11 .................................... Jon Bartels 
 Syrus Nelson 

July 13 ............................ Holly Demirbas 
 Gillian Dickinson 

July 14 ................................ Marlene East 
 Art Brockman 

July 15 ................................. Bryan Hayes 
 Jena Hilliker 
 Kathy Nugent 

  

July 16 ................................. Lois Haswell 
 Charlotte Mosley 

July 17 ....................................... Ella Drew 

July 18 ............................ Cherry Stevens 
 Kim Essig 

July 19 ............................... Anna Sedoris 
 Joanne Wilson 

July 20 ................................. Anna Potter 
 Zaveaa Wilson 

July 21 ................... Elizabeth Harrington 
 Danielle Kleiner 
 Lincoln Gibbs 
 Danielle Kleiner 

July 22 ................................ Anna Weigel 

July 23 ...................................... Chris Cox 

July 25 ...................Amanda Vanderhoof 
 Lesha Ward 

July 26 ....................................... Jon Hale 
 Kaden Golden 

July 27 ............................... Dick Brandon 
 Molly Armstrong 

July 29 ....................... Michael Anderson 

July 30 ................................. Mary Stokes 
 Will Martin 
 Jeanette Sewell 

July 31 ................................. Amber Fuchs 
 Rose Howell 
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St. Matthews UMC’s Touched Twice Clinic is celebrating its TENTH year in 2020!  Our clinic 
has always been hands-on and personal, and we must continue to help those in need as we 
have done in years past in a compassionate, considerate way in the scary and stressful 
world that our area students are living in right now. They need us more than ever! Students 
will be coming off months of a difficult time and heading into a new school year that will 
have its own challenges.  

So we are planning a “no-touch” clinic this year, with drive-through check-points for shoes, 
school supplies, provisions for a family meal that guests can fix at home, and more! The 
event will be on Saturday, August 1, in preparation for which we will need volunteers to 
help prepare shoe packs, to prepare school supply packs, and to help with distributions 
on clinic day.  If you are able to help in any way - prior to or the day of the clinic - contact 
Harrison Zoercher at hzoercher@stmumc.org. Please indicate how you are able/would like 
to help. 

Additionally, we need school supplies for the 250 backpacks we are preparing this year. 
Specific items needed are: 

 Glue sticks 
 Pencils 
 24-count crayons 
 8-pack washable markers 
 Wide-ruled notebooks 

 Pencil box/pouch 
 Two-pocket folders 
 Scissors 
 Ink pens 
 Wide-ruled loose leaf paper 

 Loose leaf paper 
 Colored pencils 
 College-ruled notebooks 

Items can be dropped off at the church on Sunday mornings, Mondays from 9:30am-
1:00pm, or Thursdays from 9:30am-1:00pm.  If it is more convenient, you can also contribute 
to the cost of these supplies with a monetary contribution to the clinic: checks should be 
made payable to St. Matthews UMC, indicating “TTC” or “Touched Twice” on the notes 
line; or online at https://www.stmatthewsmethodist.com/giving.   

We are grateful to again be partnering with Samaritan’s feet for shoes (including socks, 
hygiene kits and hope notes); for being awarded the Good Samaritan Grant from the 
Kentucky Annual Conference; and to the wonderful members of our congregation who 
help make this outreach possible! 
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What You Need to Know Before Returning to 
Worship-St. Matthews Campus 

 

Before You Arrive 

 If you are in an at-risk group or are not ready to return, we encourage you to worship from 
home.  All of our online resources will continue to be available.   

 On-site temperature checks will be performed for all staff and everyone attending 
worship.  You will not be able to attend in-person worship if you are running a fever above 
99.4℉ 

 The parts of our building that will be open will be sanitized according to CDC guidelines 
before and after worship.   

 

Parking and Entry 

 The only entrance will be the covered entrance at the front of the building (Door #6).   
 We will be reserving the parking spots closest to Browns Lane for those who have mobility 

issues and are unable to walk around the building.  Please help us by parking on the side or 
rear of the building if you are able.   

 When you enter through the portico into the lower colonnade, there will be a station where 
temperature checks, hand sanitizer, and masks will be available.  You must wear a mask to 
resume in-person worship.  Please bring your own mask if possible due to limited supply. 

 A staff member will greet you and usher you to a designated seating area.  You must 
maintain a social distance of 6’ at all times.  Members of a household must sit together, but 
all designated seating will maintain a 6’ radius from others.      

 

During Worship 

 There will be no congregational singing at this time because of the high risk of spreading 
infectious particles.  Music will be led by soloists, duets, and small ensembles that will be 
appropriately distanced from each other and the congregation.   

 We are only resuming worship at this time.  This does not include Wiggle Worship or Splash 
Worship.  There will be no small groups, Sunday School classes, nursery, children’s, or youth 
ministry at this time.  These ministries will continue online.   

 We will be providing a shortened worship service due to the limitations on singing, nursery/
children’s ministries, and access to restrooms. 

 The restrooms by the choir suite will only be available if it is absolutely necessary because 
they must be disinfected after each use.     

 

After Worship 

 Staff will dismiss you by row starting at the back of the sanctuary and you will exit through 
the main, sanctuary doors.   

Continued on page 9 
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 Instead of passing offering plates, we ask that you either continue to give online, through 
text, or by mail.  There will also be offering plates available at the rear of the sanctuary as 
you leave if you would like to give this way.    

 We understand that everyone is excited to see each other and share fellowship with one 
another, but we ask that you please go directly to your car and leave.  This is not the time 
for those famous parking lot meetings! 

 Please let us know how we can continue to improve these guidelines so that you feel safe 
returning to in-person worship.   

 

Cleaning Procedures 

 We will sanitize common areas (pews, doorknobs, railings, etc.) before and after worship 
using an electrostatic sprayer, which treats surfaces using a disinfectant solution and is 
commonly used in airports, nursing homes, and hospital settings.   

 Restrooms will be sanitized between each use.   
 

Waiver of Liability 

The following waiver will be posted in our facilities, but we wanted to inform you in advance: 

The people of St. Matthew's United Methodist Church and River City United Methodist Church 
care about you and your health and safety. We have taken steps to follow relevant government 
and Annual Conference guidelines to help protect you and others, but we cannot totally guard 
against the spread of the virus.  If you choose to enter and attend one of these activities, you are 
assuming the risk that you may expose yourself/your family to COVID-19, and may contract the 
disease.  You are waiving and releasing any potential cause of action related to your potential 
exposure, contraction or spreading of COVID-19 due to your attendance at a church related 
activity. Individual congregants should not feel pressured to attend or participate in any in person 
church activities as a test of their faith. 

GUIDELINES (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8) 



This summer, we are using an interactive Virtual Wiggle and Splash! 
Worship which serves as a resource for both children and their families. 

In this new virtual room, children will see the Wiggle Worship room with which 
they are familiar, and there are so many fun things for everyone — including 
parents — to explore!  

Not only will you be able to view the new scripture, lesson, songs and crafts 
each week, but there are also special areas: A Prayer Wall, Holy Listening 
Stones, a Children's Library with video books that families can watch/read 
together, and a Parent's Lounge where adults can get some additional 
resources for themselves and their family. 

Please take some time to explore this site on a weekly basis, as we update this 
every Sunday morning with new lessons, activities and resources. We hope 
that this is fun for the kids and grown-ups alike!  
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1KU3fNJSnffKPV4X02lb5suS32wuFm1Ni0EEyLv8KYIQ/preview?slide=id.p
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1KU3fNJSnffKPV4X02lb5suS32wuFm1Ni0EEyLv8KYIQ/preview?slide=id.p


Thank You 
In the five years as administrator and financial secretary of St. Matthews UMC, I 

have been amazed by the generosity and faithfulness you have exhibited. After 

purchasing the St. Mark UMC property for the River City campus, you have 

contributed $122,000 for renovations to the property.  Many of you worked to 

make improvements to the church and grounds. A few of you made 

improvements to the former St. Mark parsonage that greatly improved its value, 

making it easier to sell, and for a greater profit.  You have supported Grace UMC 

and have built Habitat houses.  You have gone on mission trips both locally and 

globally. The staff parish relations committee has shown compassion to the staff 

for the past few months.  For all of this, thank you!  You are making a difference 

for God’s kingdom. 

In Sympathy 
Our thoughts and prayers are with Joan & Allen Priest on the death of his father, 

Bill Priest, on Monday, June 22, in Louisville; 

and with Nora Campbell and her family on the death of her husband, Bob 

Campbell, on Monday, June 22, in Louisville. 
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St. Matthews United Methodist Church 
319 Browns Lane at Norbourne Boulevard 
Louisville, Kentucky 40207 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED! 

Rev. Adam Sparks ............................................................................ Senior Pastor 
Rev. Derek Robinette ................................................................. Associate Pastor 
Rev. Maikel Rojas ......................................................................... Assistant Pastor 
Kate Shafferman ........................................................................ Care Coordinator 
Harrison Zoercher ......................... Director of Discipleship & Missions; Organist 
Shannon Seidt .................................................... Director of Children’s Ministries 
Noel Weaver ............................................................. Director of Music Ministries 
Miriam Rodriguez .......................................................... Music Associate, Canvas 
Raiko Ruz ............................................................................ Music Associate, TDA 
Aaron Weaver .................................................................. Music Associate, Youth 
Mark Benz ...................................................... Music Associate, Children’s Choirs 
Amber Jenkins .......................................... St. Matthews Campus Youth Minister 
Hannah Bryant ....................... River City Youth & Young Adult Ministry Director 
Andrew Chapman ........................................................ River City Worship Leader 
Lexie Callahan ......................... River City Children’s & Nursery Ministry Director 
Michael B. Watts ............................................. Administrator/Financial Secretary 
Allyson McCormick ...............................................................Nursery Coordinator 
Frank Krause ............................................................................................... Sexton
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